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To His Excellent MajEST v, 


GEORGE 


Of Great B vita; I, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


H E following Lines being a 
Matter of great Importance, 
relating much to the Welfare of theſe 
Kingdoms, and to the Ruin and 
Downfall of France, I thought it a 
Duty incumbent on me at this Time, 
to caſt my Mite into the Treaſury, 
and in the humbleſt manner I am 
capable of, do crave Your Majeſty's 
Royal Aid in favour of this Work, 
which, if complied with, and made 
Law, will be the only Means of in- 
riching this Land; but, moſt dread 


Sove- 


DEDICATION. 
Sovereign, the greateſt Difficulty of 


all, is to perſuade Men to believe, I 
could wiſh I had that Art, Faith to 
this Day is much wanting ; however, 
as Plain Dealing is the high Way to 
Faith, 1 apprehend, to ſpeak the 
Truth without Prevarication in a ſo- 
lemn plain Stile, is the only Method to 
convince Mankind in general, which 
I confeſs is what I have done, juſt as 
Experience and Practice led me on, 
without any Regard to the Frowns of 
my Enemies (the Snugglers). In all 
which I have dealt impartially, and 
doubt not Your Royal Majeſty's fa- 
vourable Approbation and Protection, 
in a Claim fo juſt and beneficial to 
Your own . and Government. 


My LEIO x, 
I am, with the utmoſt Regard, 
Tour Leiges moſt dutiful, 
and faithful Subj ed, 


GEORGE BRIDGES. 


PREFACE 


Impartial Reader, 


F you can venture to believe me, 


ſome Thouſands of Clothiers, Deal- 


ers and Manufa&urers of Wool, Wor- 
fied and Woollen Yarn all over Great 
Britain and Ireland, for the moſt part, 
either hath ſeen or heard of my Pro- 
poſals, and do generally agree with 
me, if they were Law, it would an- 
ſwer the Deſign intended; and ac- 
cordingly, they promiſed to wſe their 


utmoſt Endeavours with their re- 
Speftive Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
nent for its favourable Reception; 1 
could alſo nominate ſeveral Peers and 
Moblemen of Diſtinction, that held 
them both expedient and practicable, 
that they ſhould be made Law, and 


that whenever it came to a Voie, I 


may 


The PREFACE. 


may depend on their Intereſt; yet 

nevertheleſs, I cannot take upon me 

Zo pleaſe all Diſpoſitions of Men, 
T know it is morally impoſſible, be- 
cauſe.we hug in our Boſoms the very 
Friends of France, who hath always 
oppoſed every thing of this Mature, 
that may tend to ruin the Trade of 
that Kingdom, while we ſuffer at home; 


other Rabies alſo are ſeeking their 
own private Views and Self-1 ntereſt, 
and under ſpecious Pretences of doing 

Good, hath endeavour'd to me 
the Government, and then lay ſtumb- 
ling Blocks in the Way of the Weak, 
i. e. to make the Poor poorer, and 10 
heap up Riches for themſelves and 
their Poſterity. But now the Day 
hath dawned, and, it's to be hoped, 
the Eyes of the — are open d, 
every Tree ſhall be known by its Fruit, 
and . this Scheme 5 calculated 


for ſiniſter Views, or whether for the 


V — Good 2 


G. B. 
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PLAIN DEALING: 
Or the whole Method of 


W OOL-SMUGGLING 
Clearly Diſcover'd, &c. 


Lords and Gentlemen, 
„ E N the Way of Wool- 
WILLIS Smuggling is clearly exhi- 
dbited to you, as here I un- 
WO dertake to do, I humbly 
A ; hope you will alla ree with 
2M , me, what an eaſy Thing it 
e is to prevent that illicit 
Practice; many are they who have wrote 
Propoſals on this important Subject, never- 
theleſs they have not written my Way, I 
write the Things my Eyes have ſeen, my 
Hands has handled, and my Feet hath trod- 
den thoſe Steps ; moreover, T know the 
very Men which are and were actually con- 
cerned in the very ſhipping of Wool and 
Yarn, almoſt all over Great Britain and 
A 2 Ireland; 


| 
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treland ; their very Ware Rooms and Col- 
lars; I know their Aiders and Abettors, and 
their Correſpondants in France; their Re- 
turns of our Wool in Brandy and Teas, and 
their Circular Letters, Sc. Therefore from 
that Knowledge which muſt be conceived 
I have learned in ſo deſtructive a Trade, 
but few Men knows better how to ſhape out 
Methods to prevent them, than I can; 


which, in regard to his Majeſty, and the 


National Weltare, I ſhall lay betore theſe 
honourable Houſes ; that, which it com- 


ply d with, ſhall make Zzg/and the moſt 


richeſt and flouriſhing Kingdom in the 


known World; and all this without oppreſ- 
ſing the fair Trader, but ſtrikes directly on 


- Bulk of the Tranſgreſſors, Sc. 
And, 
Firſt, Let it be conſidered, there is but 


five Ways of Wool- Smuggling, and the moſt 


pernicious and chiefeſt Way of all is, when 
the Smugglers and Maſters of Ships do meet 
together on purpoſe, and then and there 
contract their colluſive Bargains, and ſend 
to the Sea- ſide large Quantities of Wool 
and Yarn in ſmall Package, each Bag con- 
taining about one hundred and twenty 
Pounds Weight; where it is received, cel- 
lar d, and houſed by Men of Fortune; who 


have Boats built on purpoſe, and Servants 
and 


[5] 


and Under-tenants enough ready to Run on 
board all ſuch Wool and Yarn, when a fair- 
Wind offers, and the Ships ready, and ſo 
compleats their Intentions of carrying the 
lame to France; to prevent which, the 
Laws in force cannot touch them ; becauſe, 
that ever ſince the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, down to his preſent Majeſty's 
Reign, the Penalty inflicted on Perſons of- 
tending, chiefly conſiſts on the Informant's 
proving the Intention. Mark here the Word 
Intention ; which I mention twice, on pur- 
poſe, that it might have the more Impreſſion 
on your Minds : For, what- Man living can 
{wear to the Intention of another Man, un- 
till he ſees his Intention brought into Action? 
and then Action ſhapes out Matter and 
Form, by which the Intention is diſcovered: 
But, by the way, I muſt tell you it is then 
too late, the Ship is gone, the Wool and Yarn 
too, and the Smugglers in her. This is 
the Stone, which ever ſince the Peace of 
Ryſwick, to this Day, that all our Wool 
Acts of Parliament ſplit upon; that is in 
proving the Intention, which is morally im- 
poſſible, and is nothing at all to us, now the 
Wool is gone, and the Smugglers with it. But, 
perhaps, you will ſay, they Il return again. 1 
anſwer, no; not to that Place, until the 
Time limited by the Act be expired, and 
then no Body can hurt them, and fo much 

for 
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161 
for this Weakneſs of our Wool-Act; but to 
remedy this, a Law might be made after the 


following Manner, vir. 
Firſt, That no Owner of Wool or Yarn, 


or other Perſon or Perſons employed to car- 


the ſame, ſhall preſume to remove the 
ſaid Wool or Yarn by Land-Carriage, with- 
out firſt getting a Permit from a proper Ot- 
ficer, appointed in that Pariſh or Market- - 
Town, to attend his Office for that Pur- 
poſe, under the Penalty and Forfeiture of 
the Loſs of the ſaid Wool or Yarn, toge- 
ther with the Horſes, Carts, and Tackling, 
or any other ſort-of Cattle whatever, earry- 
ing the ſame. | | 

Note, The Advantage that would flow 
to the Intereſt of this Nation, by this 
Method, would vaſtly out - balance the 
Trouble it would give the fair Trader ; 
by which Means, and no other, we ſhall over- 
come the Wool-Smugglers. 

Secondly, That no Permit be granted to 
any ſuch Perſon or Perſons whatever, but 
upon Oath ; and the Queſtions to be put to 
them in theſe following Words: Firſt, Is this 
Wool or Yarn your own Property? Secondly, 
Is this a true Invoice and Number of Packs 
and Carriages? Thirdly, Is your Intention for 
ſhipping it, to croſs the Seas, or any one for 
your ule? Fourthiy, Is this the firſt Permit 


for 


8 
for the ſaid Wool or Yarn > And, Fifthlh, 
From whence did you bring it ; and whither 
muſt it go: | 

Note, This, at one View, quite turns 
the Scale, from hurting the fair Trader, 
on the Wool-Smuggler ; for the Smugglers 
by this Rule muſt now make Oath to the 
grand Word, the Intention; which formerly 
was put upon us to prove. 

Thirdly, That the only Perſons to admi- 
niſter this Oath, and ro grant Permits to 
ſave Expences, are the Exciſe; becauſe 
the Exciſe are to be had almoſt in every 
Market Town: And, it the Government 
thinks it proper, they may minute all origi- 
nal Permits in Books to be kept for that Pur- 
poſe ; becauſe this would tell all the yearly 
Encreaſe and Decreaſe of all the Wool in 
Great Britain and Ireland, without regi- 
ſtering of Fleeces, Sheep or Lambs, Gc. 
as ſome were tor promoting. | 

Fourthly, That Riding and Coaſt-Officers 
be empowered to viſit and inſpect twice or 
thrice a Week, all ſuſpected Houſes by the 
Sea ſide, or within five or ten Miles of the 
{ame, to examine their Permits, and to view 


their Wool and Yarn ; and in caſe of Refu- 


{al of Keys, to open Ware-houſes, Rooms, 
Cellars, Cheſts, Casks, Caſes, Trunks, Ham- 


pers, or Fats, Sc. That it might be lawtul 
ro break them open, becauſe, by virtue of 


Preſles 


| 
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Preſſes and Sernes, in ſuck Package, may be 
ſtowed vaſt Quantities of Comb Wool, Wor- 


ſted and Cruel, Sc. 


Note, By the way, this prevents Tea- 
Smuggling in a great meaſure, as well as to 
catch them, and would be of infinite Service 
to the fair Trader, and to his Majeſty. 

Fifthly, That all Receivers and Harbour- 
ers of Wool or Yarn, for a clandeſtine 
Market, forfeit on Conviction, to the In- 
formant, all their Goods and Chattels; and 
that their own Servants and Under-tenants, 
whom they employ, jor any other Perſon or 


Perſons, knowing the fame, may be entitled 


to ſeize, inform and proſecute, as well as the 
King's Officers; becauſe theſe Sott of People 
are our very worſt and groſſeſt Enemies; 
for had we no ſuch Receivers, we ſhould 
have no ſuch Running of Wool. 


Note, Allo, here are Numbers of Officers 


made without Expence to the Government, 
and a Law that would reach the Smuggler, 
and execute itſelt without prejudicing the 


fair Trader in any wile. 


Sixthly, That all his Majeſty's Subjects, 
that now are, or may hereatter be Inhabi- 
tants in France, or elſewhere beyond the 
Seas, on ſeeing Wool or Yarn brought from 
thoſe Dominions into toreign Parts, be inti- 


tled, by Act of Parliament, to return home 


within 


91 
within the Space of Twelve Calender 
Months, and to lodge their Informations 
againſt any of the ſaid Offenders, and ſhall 
not only recover the Ship, with all her 
Tackling and Furniture, but likewiſe all 
their Goods and Chattels. 

Note, If this was Law, it would do no 
Harm to the fair Trader in the leaſt, but ſtrikes 
directly on the Smugglers, and no one elle ; 
beſides, it makes our Countrymen who hath 
fled for Debt, &c. his Majeſty's Officers in 
foreign Parts to return home, and may be 
good Subjects, and of great Service. | 

A ſecond Way of Wool-Smuggling, is 
when ſundry Perſons in inland Rivers, do 
load their Wool and Yarn on board flat- 
bottom'd Boats, Barges, Hookers and Light- 
ers, Se. under Pretence of carrying the fame 
to Market, and ſo by Virtue of Sluices and 
Hutches, are let down Rivers into Navigable 
Harbours of the Sea, and then put their Load- 
ing in other Vellels hovering on the Coaſt, 
bound for France. To prevent which, 

Seventhly, A Law may be made, That all 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, tha!l be 
liable to the Loſs of the ſaid Wool and Yarn, 
Boats and Barges, Sc. unleſs they firſt take 
out a Licenſe and paſs Bonds, as in the pre- 
ſent Law made ior Shipping of Wool and 
Yarn from Jreland to England, and from 

0 England 
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England to Scotland, and Certificates to be 
returned, Gc. 

Note, This would give a deep Wound to 
the Wool-Smuggler, be he ever ſo cunning, 
and gives no extraordinary Trouble to the 
fair Trader. 

A third Way of illicit trafficking in this 
ſort, is this; that when certain Maſters of 
Ships, after being cleared from the Cuſtom- - 
Houſe, do weigh Anchor in the Night- 
time, having their Confederates ready on 
Shore in ſundry Places in the River or 
Rivers, do ſend on board Numbers of ſmall 
Pockets and Bags of combed Wool, Worſted 
and Cruel, with Boxes, Caſes, Casks and 
Cheſts filled with the ſame, where they are 
received and carried to France, as aforeſaid. 
To prevent which, 

Ezghthly, Let Tideſmen be boarded on all 
ſuch Ships and other Veſſels bound for France, 
Flanders, Holland, Denmark, &c. and to 
have Tucks at the King's Expence, 
and to ſuffer no By-boat whatever to bring 
Goods on board, without producing Entries 
ſign d by a proper Officer belonging to the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, and in caſe they have none, 
that all ſuch Goods be liable to be ſeized, and 
be the Property of the ſaid Officers. 

Note, This brings no Clog or Charge of 


new Officers to the King or Government, 


and 
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and ſeems like a Death Wound to this Way 
of Smuggling. 

A fourth Way of Smuggling, is when 
a Number of Merchants here, as well as in 
other Parts, do pack up their Goods with 
Screws and Preſs together, in great Bails, 
vaſt Quantities of Comb-Wool, Worſted and 
Cruel, and under the Denominations of 
Bale Goods and Draperies, in that Shape 
are {ent to the Cuſtom-Houſe Keys, entered 
and paſſed over ſlightly by the Searchers, 
perhaps with a Hum, and ſo inadvertently 
boarded and conveyed to Parts beyond 
Sea, greatly to the King's Prejudice. To 
prevent which, be pleaſed to obſerve, 

Ninthly, A Law might be made, that no 
Merchant, or other Perſon or Perſons what- 
ever, ſhall pack up any manner of Bale 
Goods, whether in Bags, Sacks, Packs, 
Caſes, Truſſes, Vats, Cheſts, Trunks, Bundles, 
Hoglheads, Pipes, Barrels, Sc. or into any 
other Veſſel or Package whatever, with an 
Intent to ſhip them on board any Veſſel or 
Veſſels, bound tor France, Flanders, Hol- 
land, Denmark or Norway, &c. without 
firſt giving Notice to the Searchers at their 
Office, that proper Officers may ſtand by 
to view the ſaid Package, under the Penalty 
of having the ſaid Goods opened again at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Keys, at his or their own 
Expences. B 2 Note, 


T 


Note, This is another deep Wound to 
the Smugglers; but to the fair Trader, no 
Offence at all, for the Upright are as bold 
ms les - | 

A fifth Way of Smuggling, is carried on 
by a Sett of Men who fill their Baggage and 
Portmantua's with skeaned Worſted and 
Cruels of divers Colours, Sc. and do watch 
the ſhort Traders outward bound for France, 
Flanders and Helland, who without Cere- 
mony, go on board thoſe Ships as Paſſengers, 
whole Lugage . paſſes for Wearing Apparel 
and Working Tools, &c. ſo thus they de- 
ceive and out-wit the very Captains they 
fail with, and bring back their Returns in 
Tea's with other Commanders, in the ſame 
manner, and are put aſhore on the Coaſt by 
Fiſhermen, or other Coaſting Boats or Vel- 
ſels, Sc. To prevent which, 

Tenthly, A Law may be made, that all 
Receivers, Harbourers and Encouragers of 
Teas and Brandy Smuggling, in whole Cu- 


ſtody the fame ſhall be found, ſhall torteit 


on Conviction to the Informant, all their 
Goods and Chattels; and that it might be 
made a Law, that the Receiver might ſeize, 
and not pay the Proprietor tor his Tea or 
Brandy, and that the Proprietor may inform 
againſt this Receiver for harbouring his ſaid 
Tea or Brandy, one againſt the other, and 

Truſtees 
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Truſtees and Servants againſt both, and bring 
the ſame to his Majeſty's next Warehouſe, 
and receive the Benefit as the Law now 
directs on that behalf. 

Note, It this was Law, it would be a 
Houſe divided againſt itlelf, and a thing im- 
poſſible it could ſtand, and a very great Re- 
lief to the fair Trader, and a deep Wound to 
the Smuggler, by making every one Of- 
ficers, without any Charge or Expence to 
the Government. | 

Here I think it a Duty incumbent on me 
to give your Honours a further Hint on this 
important Subject, Tea, which is ſmuggled 
three different Ways ; the Firſt T have ſpoken 
of as above; the Second is, when the Eaſt- 
India Ships falls in with our Coaſts, and 
then ſmuggled by the Seamen and their Aſ- 
ſiſtants. But the Third and worſt of all is, 
when Tea's are ſhipped oft here on Deben- 
ture, and then run in again upon us, to the 
great Prejudice of his Majeſty and the fair 
Trader. To prevent which, be pleaſed to 
give {trict Orders, that the Searchers be- 
longing ro the Cuſtoms ſhall at the ſame 
time they board Teas, board Tideſmen along 
with it ; and not to poſtpone it till ten or 
twelve Days after, or perhaps never ; a 
Thing too much practis d by them, under 
Prerence of ſaving his Majeſty the Charge 

| of 
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of Tideſmen's Pay. Hum —fulfilling the old 
Proverb, Saving it in at the Tap-hole, and 
letting it out at Bung-hole; which occa- 
ſioned me to write to the Honourable the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms on 
that Account. The Subſtance is as follows, 
vi S. | 
Zan. 11, 1742. 

From on Board the Oliver, Thomas Collet, 

for the Weſt-Indies, now Hing at Shad- 

wel-Dock. | 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 
Eſterday we were boarded here by our 
Surveyor, as I ſuppoſe, to guard 
againſt the relanding Debenture Goods ; bur 
what ſort they are, Quantity or Quality, we 
cannot tell ; it ſeems they were boarded laſt 
Week. The Officers of the next Ship tells 
us, that they were five Cheſts of Tea's ; and 
for ought we know they may be here yer. 
We rummaged heartily to find them out, 
but could not. The Mate ſays they are 
ſtowed out of ſight ; I believe ſo too, and 
that they have got them aſhore out of all 
our Sights : Therefore I thought it my Duty 
to acquaint your Honours, that you might 


not be deceived, nor his Majeſty no longer 
impoſed upon. 


J am, &c. 
G. B. 


—— 
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Laſily, In regard to IRELAND, let it be 
conſidered what a plentiful Share of good 
Wool they have, as well as we, and how 
that all the Laws England ever formed for 
them concerning Wool or Woollen Manu- 
ſactories, availed nothing; you ſee they 
will not be prevailed upon to put them in 
Execution. Why I anſwer, becauſe they do 
not like them, they are not made for their 
Intereſt, therefore my humble Opinion is, 
it's better to allow ſreland a Share, or an 
Intereſt in Trade, than to ſuffer ourſelves to 
be impoſed upon any longer, a thing we 
cannot help, yet it ſhould be on thoſe Con- 
ditions, that they ſhould not hurt the Trade 
of this Kingdom, which, I conceive, may 
be eaſily done after this Manner : 

Eleventhly, A Law may be made, that 
Ireland be admitted to a free Trade, of all 
her Woollen Manufactories, on Condition 
of paying a Duty of Ten per Cent. ad va- 
lorum at Exportation, and that Money ſo 
paid by the 1ri/þ be reimburſed to the Eng- 
liſh as a Debenture or Draw-back on their 
Exportation, and this will raiſe the Price of 
the Iriſh Goods, and leſſen the Price of the 
Engliſh, ſo that it will be impoſſible for 
them to hurt us in foreign Markets ; be- 
ſides, this will be a Means of uniting them 
to us, which before was the Cauſe of their 


In- 
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Inveteracy, which ſaid Gaul of Bitterneſs 
took its firſt Riſe from the Peace made at 
Ryſcwicł, when the Triſh gave up their Trade 
to England, in Lieu of a National Debt, oc- 
caſioned by the laſt Wars in that Kingdom. 


Lords and Gentlemen, 
N the humbleſt manner T preſent theſe 
tew Lines to your View, and you all 
are wiſe enough to ſee that the Laws in 
Force will nor do, yet I confeſs there are 
many good Clauſes in them which ought to 
be continued (which I could mention) and 


© alſo many other needleſs Clauſes, that may 


be loped off, I would not be underſtood 
as if I was for cancelling all the old, but a 
part; and in their room could wiſh theſe 
tew Things, by way of Amendment, were 
inferted, wherein you would foon find the 
Difference. This I am poſitive of; be- 
cauſe it would have prevented me when I 
followed that pernicious Traffick, who was 
Nine Years a Practitioner, and never was 
detected; moreover, I muſt not forget to 
acquaint your Honours, that there is 
but one Way to prevent Wool - Smug- 
pling, and not two, and that all the Wool 
that is ſhipped off from hence to Scotland, 
Alderney, Guernſey and Serk, &c. is not 
wrought up in them Countries, as ſome 

imagine, 


imagine, but quite the reverſe, is Smuggled 
to France, Flanders, and Holland, &c. which 
faid illicit Practice is the Reaſon that ſinks 
the Price of our Wool here. By mixing of 
our Wool with the French, encreaſeth great 
Plenty with them, and cheap ; that, together 
with the Cheapneſs of French Labour, is the 
Reaſon they underſell us in foreign Markets, 
and makes the Price of our Wool fall : Keep 
bur Eugliſb and Iriſo Wool from them, and 
then they cannot make, with their own 
Wool alone, Goods that bears any Compari- 
ſon with the Eugliſ̃: By which Means our 
Woollen Manufactures will ſell Abroad, and 
beat out the French, and cauſe ſuch a Demand 
for Wool at Home, amongſt ourſelves, that 
we ſhould be obliged to other Nations, be- 
ſides Spain, tor that Commodity. Remem- 
ber, and look back to the laſt War we had 
with France, and likewiſe when the Plague 
raged in Marſeilles, as well as at this pre- 
{ent Time, and fee the Price of Wool. A 
Mord to the Wiſe is enough. And were 
thoſe few, Clauſes but made into a Law, it 
would reach them as well as us: Beſides, it 
is not my ſingle Opinion that it would have 
the deſired Effect, but Thouſands of others 
beſides me, thinks ſo too. Nor am I ſeek- 
ing Fee or Reward ot Lords or Commons 
for my Trouble or Expence, as others do: 

C- That 
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That I refer to your Honours Generoſity 
and Clemency. I ſeek the National Good, 
the Landed Intereſt, the Return of our Sub- 
jeas, and Trade, the Employment of the 
Poor, the Welfare of his Majeſty and Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion ; and do reſt, with the ut- 
moſt Reſpect, 


Your Honours moſt dutiful 
And fajthful Servant, 


GEORGE BRIDGES, 


When Wool is kept at Home, 
The Markets for it riſe ; 
But when Abroad its gone, 
Here Markets falls and dies. 


Advertiſement. 


O all who have Occaſion. The Au- 
thor hereof George Bridges, having 
been a Traveller, hath tound out an effec- 
tual Experiment, being a Secret for deſtroying 
thoſe infectious Vermin call'd Buggs, whe- 
ther in Walls, Wainſcots, Ships, Beds, Bed- 
ſteads, Teſters, Ceilings, Hangings, Gc. 
without defacing the Furniture, or leaving 
any loathſome Scent behind. 


Note, He lives at the Crows in Maud- 
ling's Rents, Eaſt Smithfield, and will at- 
tend to deſtroy thoſe Vermin at the follow- 
ing Prices, vig. Five Shillings for a Plain 
Bedſtead, Ten Shillings for a Bedſtead with 
Mouldings and Raiſed Teſter, Chambers of 
a middling Size, for a Guinea each ; and 
Cabbins of Ships, a Guinea each. 
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